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 Bizworld in 3rd Grade 

Woodway Elementary 
 
Bizworld lesson plans show students how a business operates. 
These lesson plans are designed to help students start their own 
business from the beginning to the end and sell products to 
customers. This program helps students reach the math and social 
studies standards they need to master. One of the greatest rewards 
of this program is that it allows students to actually experience what 
it is like to have a business rather than read about it in textbooks.  
 
 
Amount Funded:                 $605 
Students Impacted:            210 
Primary Grant Writer:       Blythe Guerra            

Empowering Third Grade Writers 
Woodway Elementary 
 
With the Essential Guides to Writing, Empowering Writers provides 
depth by delivering comprehensive lessons in every genre woven 
thematically throughout the year. Each month the Essential Guides 
to Writing includes detailed lesson plans with clear objectives, 
foundational lessons in all genres (narrative, expository, opinion, 
persuasive), research, revision, and tools for building the reading-
writing connection. These Essential Guides also give teachers the 
power to “make it their own” by dropping their own content 
material into their lesson prototypes. This also allows third grade 
students to practice their editing and revising skills with 
foundational lessons that guide them through the process of 
becoming critical and successful writers. 
 
Amount Funded:                 $860 
Students Impacted:            110 
Primary Grant Writer:       Amber Pearson 

Monthly Mentors: Using Authors to Model Grammar 
Woodway Elementary 
                                                                            
Mentor sentences are “perfect” sentences from the book of a 
seasoned children’s author, which students can use to imitate their 
own “perfect” sentences. In the past, students started with 
incorrect sentences, but with this method they start with 
grammatically correct, impeccable sentences. The idea is to use one 
author as our mentor for an entire month.   
 
 
Amount Funded:                 $545 
Students Impacted:            22 
Primary Grant Writer:       Amanda Flentge               

Butterflies, Everywhere! 
Woodway Elementary 
 
This proposed activity allows students to witness a real life cycle 

from egg to larva to chrysalis to butterfly. Students research 
butterfly life cycles using a variety of resources such as fiction and 
non-fiction texts, as well as digital resources. After this, the students 
each receive their own painted lady butterfly egg. Meanwhile, the 
student also observes and records the changes in his or her egg 
throughout all of the life cycle stages. These observations will be 
recorded digitally on their iPads. 
 
Amount Funded:                 $560 
Students Impacted:             110 
Named Grant Sponsor:       Hewitt Florist 
Primary Grant Writer:        Kim Bullajian 
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 Science, Reading and Writing, Oh My! 

Woodway Elementary 
 
The funds from this grant were used to purchase a classroom SRA 
Science Laboratory kit that includes 160 Science Cards that contain 
reading selections and questions to answer evaluating the students' 
reading comprehension, writing skills, vocabulary knowledge, etc. 
Each science and reading topic contains an A Level card and B Level 
card so that the assignment can be easily differentiated according to 
the student's personal ability level. 
 
Amount Funded:             $695 
Students Impacted:        22 
Primary Grant Writer:   Nicole Grygar               

All About That Math, ‘Bout That Math, No Trouble! 
Woodway Elementary 
 
This grant is being used to provide an abundance of Montessori 
math manipulatives to students. Montessori math manipulatives are 
pieces of equipment that reach the heart and soul of math and 
allow students to truly understand what is going on during various 
types of calculations. They are highly effective tools during small 
group instruction and independent, student-centered work time. 
 
 
Amount Funded:            $820 
Students Impacted:       22+ 
Primary Grant Writer:  Nicole Grygar 

“Glowing” Ideas for First Grade! 
Woodway Elementary 
 
This grant provides each of the six first grade teachers on our 
campus with a black light for their classroom. We recently 
discovered during a science activity that using water beads would 
have made the activity much easier to understand (and exciting!) if 
we had a black light in the classroom, especially for our kinesthetic 
learners. It was then realized that there are an abundance of 
activities that can be done with the use of a black light. The black 
lights can be put to use in every subject all year round.   

 
Amount Funded:            $290 
Students Impacted:       120 
Primary Grant Writer:  Kristiana Reinhardt 

STEMulate Your Mind: Growing Learners Through 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
Woodway Elementary 

 
This grant purchase of the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math) activity boxes and several STEM activity packets. These 
activities allows our students the chance to interact hands-on with 
some of the concepts presented in science. These materials not only 
are specific to the content of what’s being taught but also brings in 
fairytales and real-world experiences that allow the students to 
make an even better connection with the concepts and objectives 
being taught.  
  
 
Amount Funded:          $760 
Students Impacted:      110 
Primary Grant Writer: Kaitlyn Gold 

“Little Bits” of Innovation 
Woodway Elementary 
 
This grant provides Little Bits Electronics Kit to our campus. Little 
Bits are electronics kits that have been designed to make electronics 
and engineering accessible to those with no previous experience. 
These color-coded kits give children the ability to invent and 
engineer complex circuits and machines easily. They allow children 
to explore on their own and be producers rather than simply 
consumers. 
 
Amount Funded:             $810 
Students Impacted:        200 
Named Grant Sponsor:  Brian Townley, MHS ’88, Author of  
                                           RIPPLeFFECT: Leading from the Core 
Primary Grant Writer:   Amy Hanshew 

Connect Tech 
Woodway Elementary 
 
Having a “Camping Capers” project that includes math, literacy and 
science activities has given students many different academic 
opportunities. It helps students learn the last few weeks of school 
without the students realizing they are actually working. “Camping 
Capers” is an innovative project because it introduces our students 
to a possible life-long interest that can increase exercise, the love 
for the outdoors, and build relationships with friends. Expert guest 
speakers on outdoor skills and geology help excite the students 
about careers and science. 
 
Amount Funded:            $600 
Students Impacted:        25 
Named Grant Sponsor:  Texas Pioneer Foundation 
Primary Grant Writer:    Kappy Edwards 
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 The Little Engineers That Could 

Woodway Elementary/Woodgate Intermediate 
 
This grant has allowed for the purchase of supplies needed to 
implement STEM activities and books in the classroom. Students are 
involved in creating and problem solving in numerous ways. STEM 
activities foster the development of team work, critical thinking, 
ingenuity, and creativity. Students have the chance to complete a 
STEM activity at least twice a month. There are over 40 STEM lesson 
ideas that these materials supply. 
 
Amount Funded:            $955 
Students Impacted:       100 
Primary Grant Writer:   Nicole Grygar & Ashley Stroud 

Illuminate with Roominate: Sparking Creativity and 
Engineering 
Woodway Elementary 
 
This grant supplies the classroom with Roominate kits. Roominate 
was first established to reach out to young girls to get them 
interested in science and math. It has since taken over both genders 
due to its fun and engaging ways for children to become young 
engineers. Roominate kits come in a variety of options for children 
to either follow the directions or follow their dreams. 
 
Amount Funded:           $990 
Students Impacted:      22 
Primary Grant Writer: Nicole Grygar 

GO!GO!GO!GO!...Math Pro! 
Woodway Elementary 
 
This grant has provided students with a GoPro camera and other 
attachments. The camera allows the students to move around the 
school using the variety of body accessories. Using live and recorded 
video makes math come to life using real world application. The end 
result would be for some of our students to begin video blogging or 
"vlogging" about new math concepts to share with others on our 
morning "Woodway Today" morning show and also on social media. 
 
Amount Funded:           $685 
Students Impacted:      500+ 
Primary Grant Writer: Kimberly Hawkins 

Making Scientists 
Woodway Elementary 
 
These are two learning center kits that are specific for science and 

fit nicely with the Kindergarten TEKS. One of the kits is geared 

towards fairy tales and would be a great integration between 

reading and science. The students have a more hands-on 

opportunity with science and what is currently being learned. These 

kits are rotated in certain science centers and allows the kids to use 

them on their own. It also allows students to explore the different 

areas in more depth rather than in group lessons or small group 

assignments. 

 

Amount Funded:           $425 

Students Impacted:      110 

Primary Grant Writer: Brittany Hollingsworth 

Imagination Station 
Spring Valley Elementary 
 
Imagination Station is used to create an environment for 
imaginative play and cooperative learning. Imagination Station 
provides a wide variety of activities for our dramatic play center that 
correlate with real life experiences or occupations such as a “Flower 
shop”, “Market Center”, and “Pet Shop”. Imagination station also 
allows students to develop skills in areas such as abstract thinking, 
literacy, math, and social studies, in a timely, natural manner.  
 
Amount Funded:            $1000 
Students Impacted:       22 
Primary Grant Writer:  Shannon Johnson 

Texas, Tunes, and Tales 
Spring Valley Elementary 
 
This funded Brian Burns to present his show, “Once Upon a Time in 
Texas” to our students. Brian uses music, dialog, and a question and 
answer time to engage students in Texas history. His show is 
innovative because it uses different learning styles to engage all 
learners in interacting with the history of our state. The music in 
this program is entertaining and memorable and will assist in 
retention of information presented. 

 
Amount Funded:            $500 
Students Impacted:       88 
Named Grant Sponsor: Rudy’s Country Store & Bar BQ 
Primary Grant Writer:  Ailsha Devlin 
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 News We Can Use! 

Spring Valley Elementary 
 
This grant provides the subscription to News-O-Matic on first and 
second graders iPads. Children benefit from reading non-fiction 
articles that are current each week. Videos of the news stories are 
available as well as puzzles and games. Students are encouraged to 
participate and respond to the articles by "writing" or "drawing" to 
the editor. It has implications for use in writing, social studies, and 
science as well as reading. 
 
Amount Funded:            $1000 
Students Impacted:       200 
Primary Grant Writer:  Marla Jaynes 

Helping Hands 
Spring Valley Elementary 
 
This grant was used to purchase interactive think aloud lessons and 
the Fabulous Four reading comprehension puppets. Sammy 
Summarizer, Clara the Clarifier, Paula the Predictor, and Quincy the 
Questioner are being used with recommended mentor texts and 
any other text to introduce and personify comprehension strategies. 
The Interactive Think Aloud Lessons book accompanying the 
puppets focuses on the use of gestures, songs, and props the cue 
the comprehension strategies.  
 
Amount Funded:            $180 
Students Impacted:       35 
Primary Grant Writer:  Peggy Pritchett 

PlayNation 
Spring Valley Elementary 
 
Play is the universal language of all children and is how they learn to 
communicate and resolve challenges that impact academic 
achievement. These funds provide additional training at the Center 
for Play Therapy at the University of North Texas and materials to 
be used in the counseling room to facilitate social integration and 
academic achievement of our students. 
 
Amount Funded:            $745 
Students Impacted:       485 
Primary Grant Writer:  Trina DeRosier 

Flexible Seating for Focused Learning 
Spring Valley Elementary 
 
Flexible seating is a system which allows students to have variety in 
their work space options. It lets students decide where they learn 
best. Use of a stability ball, wobble chair, balance disc, or comfy 
fabric chair are just a few options. Students may also sit on the floor 
at lowered desks or stand to work. Traditional desks and chairs are 
also available. Students will no longer be assigned to one spot that 
they must remain in all day.  
 
Amount Funded:            $430 
Students Impacted:       22 
Primary Grant Writer:  Susan Mathis 

Kindness Matters 
Spring Valley Elementary 
 
The purpose of this grant is to start a Kindness & Compassion Club. 
KC Clubs are designed to teach students positive character traits by 
getting them active in our school and community. The students in 
this club do various school and community kindness projects to see 

firsthand how an act of kindness can start a chain reaction. In 

conjunction with these activities, student are morning greeters and 
provide weekly kindness announcements to the campus. The funds 
from this grant are used to purchase materials and supplies for the 
club's projects. 

 
Amount Funded:           $165 
Students Impacted:       500 
Primary Grant Writer:  Trina DeRosier 

Gross Motor Madness 
Hewitt Elementary 
 
The students have a variety of colorful and engaging gross motor 
equipment for students to manipulate and learn with in the 
courtyard area. The courtyard can be accessed through one of the 
pre-k classrooms making it ideal for the teachers to use as part of 
their learning rotation each week. Teachers have the ability to set 
up different teacher directed activities in the courtyard to work on 
specific academic concepts such as colors, shapes or density. This 
also lets teachers address different skills such as hopping, balancing 
or hand-eye coordination. 
 
Amount Funded:            $980 
Students Impacted:       38 
Primary Grant Writer:  Jennifer Brewer 
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 Worms…Classroom Pets! 

Hewitt Elementary 
 
Worm ranch – To reach the students, stimulate their minds, and 
hook them into learning, the use of literature and science 
experiments. A second goal is to add hands-on science equipment 
and non-fiction literature to my classroom.  Students will practice 
using the Scientific Process as they observe, gather data, 
hypothesize, and record their findings with the Worm Ranch and 
school gardens. Students will read literature and participate in 
discussions about worms and soil. 
 
 
Amount Funded:            $45 
Students Impacted:       90 
Primary Grant Writer:  Connie Valentien 

Get Your Game On! 
Castleman Creek Elementary 
 
The chosen educational games are designed for grade levels 3 
through 5 which allows for differentiated instruction. Teachers are 
able to provide differentiated activities for all levels of development 
in language and writing. The games provide opportunities to 
students performing beyond their grade level to have academically 
appropriate material. This proposal also assists the fourth grade 
team in creating various learning stations. The students benefit from 
receiving language and writing skills practice in a unique and 
engaging manner. 

 
Amount Funded:            $985 
Students Impacted:       110 
Primary Grant Writer:  Kristen McBee, Crystal Robinson                                 

 

Don’t Let Bad Behavior Get the Best of You 
Castleman Creek Elementary 
 
This grant provides two discipline learning packets, breakthrough 
strategy handouts and counsel lesson books as the core curriculum 
for our ISS as well as a weekly 30 minute daily class for each grade 
level. The packets help teachers be more proactive with classroom 
management with students who follow negative influences. The 
tools help provide talking points in conference times with the 
student about his/her actions and misbehavior. 
 
Amount Funded:           $995 
Students Impacted:      77 
Primary Grant Writer: Sondra Johnson 

Lights, Camera, Active 
Castleman Creek Elementary 
 
GET UP and GET MOVING! This idea was created to get kids to 
make, produce and star in exercise videos and brain breaks. They 
get their blood pumping and hearts pounding by dancing and 
exercising in these fun videos that include teachers, “important” 
people, and students from all grade levels. By making these videos 
and challenging students and families to complete them, we help to 
create families that maintain healthy weight, bones, muscles, and 
joints. 
 
Amount Funded:           $935 
Students Impacted:      600+ 
Primary Grant Writer: Jalayne Rinewalt 

Storyworks 
Castleman Creek Elementary 
 
This grant helps enrich reading curriculums with the relevant, 
current and interesting content of the Storyworks magazine. This 
multi-genre, full color monthly magazine helps us reach our 
students with articles, online videos and audio clips, plus numerous 
teacher resources. Storyworks helps students engage in their 
readings, interest them in a variety of genres and stimulate thinking 
skills. 
 
Amount Funded:           $385 
Students Impacted:       110 
Primary Grant Writer:  Kristen McBee, Jeff Platt 

Second Grade STAARS…Standards, Tools, Assessments, 
Readiness and Reports! 
South Bosque Elementary 
 
The Science Weekly subscription provides much needed nonfiction 
reading material that is of high interest to students. It is aligned to 
help second grade science TEKS. The English language arts, reading, 
and math assessments allows us to track student progress toward 
the specific standards being assessed every six weeks. 

 
Amount Funded:           $980 
Students Impacted:      88-110 
Primary Grant Writer: Trista Barnett, Cara Fisher 

 



 

Summary of Grant Express 

Awards to 

All Campuses 1/15-11/15 
 Create a littleBit! 

South Bosque Elementary 
 
littleBits puts the power of electronics in the hands of all users. This 
system of electronic modules that snap together with magnets to 
create circuits allows students to make their own electronic 
creations with no soldering, wiring, or programming required. 
Students can either follow task cards to piece together the color-
coded power, input, wire, and output modules, or they can explore 
freely.  
 
Amount Funded:            $570 
Students Impacted:       320 
Primary Grant Writer:  Wendy Sustala 

WOW: Working on Writing with Mentor Sentences 
Speegleville Elementary 
 
This grant provides funds to purchase books containing mentor 
sentences that are used with all third graders during writing class. 
Mentor sentences are well-written sentences that show off author's 
craft for books being read in the classroom. They are chosen based 
on style, language and organization. Students analyze the mentor 
sentences and create their own sentence to use in personal writing. 

 
Amount Funded:            $520 
Students Impacted:       53 
Primary Grant Writer:  Nancy Markum, Peggy Kilgo, Jody Coleman 

3 in 1 Art Aide 
River Valley Intermediate 
 
The iPad Stand for Presenters is a device which securely holds the 
iPad over the work area to make the camera on the iPad work 
similar to a document camera. It also allows the students to mount 
their iPad at varying angles to create a stop motion animation. It can 
be used as a photo booth for taking pictures of their artwork for 
their digital portfolios. The stand comes with a detachable light that 
works well to help illuminate their artwork. 
 
Amount Funded:            $470 
Students Impacted:       100 
Primary Grant Writer:  Robert Meek 

Engaging Earth Science! 
River Valley Intermediate 
 
Hands-on manipulatives help engage students in understanding 
scientific concepts. Students are able to participate in investigative 
and descriptive labs. This helps further promote their understanding 
(and interest in) various Earth Science concepts. The labs they 
participate in are done on paper or iPads using various apps to 
collect, save, and share data among peers and teachers. 
 
Amount Funded:            $875 
Students Impacted:       300 
Primary Grant Writer:  Wendi Kimmel 

iLearn Through IXL 
River Valley Intermediate 
 
This grant helped fund the purchase of 110 licenses for the iPad 
application, IXL. The application is used in multiple ways, such as for 
daily reinforcement of math skills in class, replacement for 
traditional homework, an intervention for students requiring 
remediation, and many more functions. The program adapts easily 
to varying student abilities. As students answer questions correctly, 
the program provides questions that are more challenging. If a 
student is struggling with a topic, provided questions will be easier 
until the student proves he or she is ready to move on to tougher 
challenges. 

 
Amount Funded:            $910 
Students Impacted:       110 
Name Grant Sponsor:   Dr. & Mrs. Jeff Young 
Primary Grant Writer:  Ashley Bradley 

LIGHTS! CAMERA! Action! 
Woodgate Intermediate 
 
These products are used to add another tier of A/V capabilities to 
the system upgrade received last year. A new camera with an 
internal memory was purchased to record various activities around 
school, edit, manipulate, and air the videos on the show. A true 
Green Screen and four LED studio lights were also purchased and 
being used towards multiple activities. The lights help illuminate the 
studio in a professional manner.  
 
 
 
 
 
Amount Funded:            $995 
Students Impacted:       30 
Primary Grant Writer:  Caleb Overstreet 
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 Mini-Maker Time with Keva Planks 

Woodgate Intermediate 
 
This grant provides Keva Planks in the gifted classroom during 
“Mini-Maker Time.”  Students build structures by simply stacking 
the planks using no glue or connectors. They are very simple to use 
and can be combined to build more complex structures with a 
student’s imagination. Planks are assembled using various stacking 
techniques. Construction progresses quickly so multiple trials or 
experiments can be conducted.  
 
Amount Funded:             $420 
Students Impacted:        55 
Named Grant Sponsor:  Grande Communications 
Primary Grant Writer:    Lindsey Stevens        

If They Build It, They Will Learn 
Midway Middle School 
 
This grant helps to create a Builder’s Supply Center for students. 
This center includes several different building tools allowing 
students to build models of 3-dimensional figures to measure and 
analyze. A tool cabinet was also be purchased to helps store 
different tools and materials. In addition of the center, toothpick 
bridges are going to be built to help encompass financial literacy. 
Students work in groups to budget their supplies, keep track of 
spending and supply usage, and build a bridge that holds weight 
within the budget. 

 
Amount Funded:           $1000 
Students Impacted:      152 
Primary Grant Writer: John Choins 

Science, Math, and Moving Toothbrushes! 
Midway Middle School 
 
This grant is for Bristle Bot Educational Robotics Kit. Students 
assemble the bots and log in the type of materials they use in their 
engineer notebook using the Design Process. They then study the 
use of kinetic energy and how it is transferred from the motor, 
vibration, through the robot and to the ground. This transfer of 
energy causes locomotion and discover the tools needed to control 
the locomotion. 
 
 
Amount Funded:            $890 
Students Impacted:       140 
Primary Grant Writer:  Becky Winkler 
 

Open for Business 
Midway Middle School 
 
The funds from this grant were used to purchase a mobile cabinet 
that is used as the “School Store” and all of the necessary inventory 
to stock the School Store for opening day. The School Store will be 
operated by eighth grade students under the supervision of the 
eighth grade math teachers. School supplies are sold to any student 
on campus. Employees of the School Store must go through an 
application and interview process, and will be paid with "School 
Bucks" that they can spend at the School Store. 

 
Amount Funded:            $1000 
Students Impacted:       1200 
Named Grant Sponsor: Howard Rolf-In Memory of Anita Rolf 
Primary Grant Writer:  John Choins 

A-Z Dictionary Ease 
Midway Middle School 
 
Eight dictionaries were purchased for the use of dictionary skills 
practices and to help prepare for competitions. This enables the 
students to have official dictionaries for UIL. They are able to have 
access to answer all of the questions on their UIL dictionary skills 
tests. This also means they will not have to skip questions because 
their dictionary does not have the correct information needed.   
 
Amount Funded:           $115 
Students Impacted:      8 
Primary Grant Writer: Carly Porter 

Pollution Solution 
Midway Middle School 
 
This grant provides an Enviroscape Watershed/Nonpoint Source 
Model so students can visualize the concept of pollution over the 
watershed. Students "pollute the landscape" with oil, fertilizer, and 
dirt and then watch it move over the land and into the water 
system. 
 
 
Amount Funded:            $830 
Students Impacted:       608 
Primary Grant Writer:  Amy Johnson 
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 Recycle It! 

Midway High School 
 
In an effort to reduce paper products in our local landfills, the 
journalism, speech, and debate students enjoy recycling 
newspapers daily. These newspapers were either once used for 
projects or other school activities and were left behind. One large 
recycling bin is shared between classrooms as needed.  
 
Amount Funded:            $80 
Students Impacted:       365 
Primary Grant Writer:  Jamie Beavers, Susan Jones 

Spectrometer for Advanced Biology and Chemistry 
Midway High School 
 
This grant provided funds to purchase a wireless Spectrometer for 
data collection in labs involving light absorbance or transmittance. 
This allows students to collect and share their data directly with the 
teacher.  
 
Amount Funded:            $810 
Students Impacted:       50 
Named Grant Sponsor: Kyle & Jo Ann Turner Family 
Primary Grant Writer:  Kathy McMillan 

New Height for New Perspectives 
Midway High School 
 
This grant provides elevated desks with accompanying high chairs 
that afford the students assigned to ISS the opportunity to stand 
while they work on assignments and sit when they seek a break thus 
providing them flexibility in their learning posture. This provides 
them study latitude as we enhance their learning potential. 

 
 
Amount Funded:            $725 
Students Impacted:       175-200 
Primary Grant Writer:  James Doak 

Designing, Cutting and Beautifying Recyclables with the 
help of a Cricut 
Midway High School 
 
The Cricut Explore Air Machine allows floral design students the 
opportunity to create and put designs on recycled materials to give 
them a professional and personal touch. Students are able to use 
their designs on vases they are personally using as well as for 
arrangements and decorations that community members purchase 
from the Floral Department. 
 
Amount Funded:            $430 
Students Impacted:       210 
Primary Grant Writer:  Vanessa Dulock 

 


